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The Queen Goes Fishing

Cygnus had an interesting story, but the lovely queen
that is chasing the bird has a story to tell, too. Cassiopeia
The Queen reigns over a relatively empty part of the sky.
Beneath her are the Great Square and the Southern Fish.
We can think of the Great Square as a net she is dropping in
the water to catch the fish.
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Armrest

Cassiopeia
The Queen

It’s hard to imagine the shape of a queen from the stars
in Cassiopeia. Some people say the constellation actually
represents her royal throne, consisting of a back, armrest,
and seat.

Like the Big Dipper, Cassiopeia does not have any first
order magnitude stars, but is formed by 5 equally-bright
stars.
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Cassiopeia
The Queen

Great Square

The Great Square fills the space below Cassiopeia. The
four stars that form the square are of similar brightness
and stand far enough apart from other stars that you won’t

mistake which stars form the square.
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Cassiopeia
The Queen

Great Square

* FOMALHAUT

The Great Square is straight below one arm of
Cassiopeia’s W-shape. If you follow the edge of the square
continuing south, you can find Fomalhaut in the Southern
Fish.
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Cassiopeia
The Queen

Pegasus

The Great Square is actually an asterism formed
by two adjoining constellations, Pegasus (PEG-uh-
suss) and Andromeda (an-DROM-eh-duh).

An asterism is a cluster of stars that stands
out, but is not one of the 88 official constellations.
The Great Square consists of the star that marks
Andromeda’s head and three stars that form the wing

of Pegasus.
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I Chain Andromeda is the “chained lady” of
el Greek mythology. Her brightest star is her
head, which is also one corner of the Great

Square.

Andromeda

Pegasus is the winged horse of Greek
mythology. Three of its brightest stars
form a wing, which is 3/4 of the Great

Square.

Pegasus
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Pegasus

Great Square

On medium-quality viewing night you can see the Great
Square and a few stars of Pegasus and Andromeda leading
off from the corners of the square. It takes a darker night to

make out the Horse and the Lady.
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Cassiopeia
The Queen

Piscis Austrinus
The Southern Fish

FoMALHAUT | —,:

Piscis Austrinus The Southern Fish swims beneath
Cassiopeia low on the southern horizon. You can imagine

the Queen’s net, the Great Square, dropping to catch him.

It’s anyone’s guess as to whether the net will drop fast
enough to snare the Fish.

The Fish’s sole bright star, Fomalhaut, is sometimes

called “the lonely star of autumn,” because it is the only
bright star in the sky when it is out.
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1. Sirius

2. Arcturus
3. Vega

4. Capella

5. Rigel

6. Procyon

7. Betelgeuse
8. Altair

9. Aldebaran
10. Antares
11. Spica

12. Pollux
13. Fomalhaut
14. Deneb
15. Regulus



Fomalhaut marks the mouth of the
Fish. Lower-order stars form the Fish’s
body and tail fin.

You won’t usually notice any stars
of the Fish other than number thirteen,

Fomalhaut.

The Stars

Mouth

Piscis Austrinus
The Southern Fish

FoMmALHAUT

Piscis Austrinus
The Southern Fish
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This concludes our story of The Queen Goes Fishing, and
completes the Four Stories. Now you can step outside and always
find a constellation you know. Whichever Guideposts are visible
will lead you to all the surrounding constellations and stars. Stay

tuned for an even deeper understanding of how the stars move.

Go on to the next page and test your knowledge.
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The Queen Goes Fishing

Name the Constellations: Name the Bright Star:
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